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Dear Senator Mocaini

Thank you for your lett€r ofFebruary 20, 2007, on behalf of your oonstituetrt, M". lon iugut ;i
fte Yuna VallEy Rod & cun Club (YVRGC), regadhg ihe boundary aad aoeage of the
Baglei8il Mountains Wildemess. On bebalf of the WRGC, [,ft, Fugate poided out the
differpnce belween t!.e wildemess acrcage figures in tho designating legislation and in some
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) docunelts, Tle YVRGC believes that tbe wildeftress
boundary as ftarked and mdppod today is not what Congless intonded.
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TIe Arizona Derert Wildcmcss Act of 1990 0990 Act) (P.L, 101"628) ". . . de€ignat€d as
vildsrness,, , , certain lands in LsPaa, Yuma, and Madcops Countied, Arizona, *hich oomprise
approximrtely 89,000 acres, as generely depicted 0n a map entitl€d 'Eagletail Mountaids
Wildenoss'.and dated February 1990 , , , ," The YVRGC references the 1987 Lower Gila South
Fiaal Wildemegs Enyironmefial Impaot Statement (EE) that id€ltifled the Proposed Action for
Eagletail Mountshs aE 78,Q20 acres suitable for wildemeBs de6lgnadon arid t&o 2006 Yunta
Field Office Draft.Resoupe Managemdnt Plan (RMP)/Dra0 EIS tbat states the Eagletail
Mountains Wildemess is 98,600 acres.

The bouldary o{ the Eagletaii Mouotains Wildefnpss remains the same Es whon CongfeBE
dgsignated the area, The Arizona Desert Mldemess Act of 1990 references a map dated
Februery 1990 to show lbis Wilderness Area's boudary. That boundary har not changed in the
lesi 17 ye'?il.s�: Whal !?b cbaifet difli/g ftat-fffie-is. the wey -fie, BLM €lctilafeB sE srears-:* - . - - '

Npw mcflods of measurement allow the BLM to oalculat€ asreage mofe acourately. For
dxample, a survey ofthe wilderness boundarl filed in 2001 yiolded 98,675 acfes in the Eagletail
Mountains Wilderness, Use of tlte Geographic Informatiorr Systeft gave the BLM a slightly
difersnt figufe (98,583 adles). Both of rhese urethods provide.a morc accuate measuremEnt of
the area, Itr prcpfiing the Yuma Draft RMP, BLM stalfchos6 to use a rounded frgueof 98,600
acres for rhe Mldernegs Area.

Unrelated to thid t bnoiogicil innoyitipns, a separate factor accounts 4or ttre ohange i! acrea€e
ftom the BLM's 198? Wilderness Proposcd Aotion to the figur€ includod irr the 1990 Act. In

?AKE FRTDd
TNAi ERICA



MAR.29.2007 12 37PM i!0. 8B?6 P 3

developitrg th€ Arizona Desert Wild€meoE Act of 1990, CongreBs added the Cemetery Ridge

ar€a to tbe prolosed wild€mes$.

Adding the Cem€tery Ridge area (10,980 acfes) to the BLM's initial proposal of 78'929 aores

in r..r'ud tttu t"ttugi of the Bagletail MountainE Vy'ildemess !o th€ apFoxknately E9!000 acrcs

tuul uooeur ln tttu i9g0 law lhE inclusion of the Cemotery Ridge area is documetrted in the

Housd 
'Report 

that accompanies tiis law (excerpt enclosed). In addition, the enolosed afftotated

nap, dated October 1989, which shows the calculatcd Ecreag€ of thc Cemetery Ridge ar€a' is

6160 paJt of$e record.

The map roferenoed in tho Arizooa Desert Wildem€ss Act of 1990 depicts ihe int€nt of Congres€,

-a tftu niftf ha8 followed the boundary o! that map in managing the Eagletail MotutBins
wilderness. _ ..

with r€spect to differences in reported acreate figues for otler \l.ildemes8 areas tnentionod in

Mr. Fugate's letter, similu reasons apply' For tle Amvaipa Canyon Wildemess, the wildemoss

was desisnated ulder two sepa.rato conglossional 8ct5. The Arizona Wildernes$ Act 0f 1984 fi$t

aesima;i a *ifoemess of ;pproxima6ly 6,670 acrss. The Arizona Desert Wildeme$s Act of
is90- Jesisoated the A{avaipa wildemees Additions as wildemese, oxpanding the wildeness by
ii]liil;. in totat, tt't" tiuo "cte aesignat€d sD Aravsipa canvon wild€mess ofapploximately
19,381 aprss. This is tlo frgwe gencrally rcpor'ted in ELM documents'

Your interest in publio lunds atld BLM lstural resouloe man&gemenl is-sppreciaed lf you have

further questions, plea8e contact Ken Maboney, BLM Arlzofla State Office wildeness

Specialist, at (602) 417-9200

Sincerely,

Enclosures

ames M, Hdghes_.


